United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/803,826 



03/18/2004 



Michael Puzio 



23717 7590 05/20/2005 

LAW OFFICES OF BRIAN S STEINBERGER 
101 BREVARD AVENUE 
COCOA, FL 32922 



PC- 1654 



7011 



EXAMINER 



HAMMOND, BR1GG1TTE R 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2833 

DATE MAILED: 05/20/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. BOX 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 



LAW OFFICES OF BRIAN S. STEINBERGER 
101 BREVARD AVENUE 
COCOA, FL 32922 



MAY 2 0 2005 



In re Application of: 
Michael Puzio 



NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL 
FROM ISSUE 
UNDER 37 CFR§ 1.313 



Serial No.: 10/803826 
Filed: March 18,2004 



Attorney Docket No.: PC-1654 



The purpose of this communication is to inform you that the above-identified application is being 
withdrawn from issue pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.313. 

The above-identified application is hereby withdrawn from issue. The Notice of Allowance and 
Issue Fee Due and the Notice of Allowability mailed December 13, 2004, are hereby vacated. 

The application is being withdrawn to permit reopening of prosecution. The reasons therefor will be 
communicated to you by the examiner. 

Upon receipt of a new Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, applicant may request that any 
previously submitted issue fee be applied toward payment of the issue fee in the amount identified on 
the new Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due. If the application is abandoned, applicant may 
request either a refund, or a credit to a Deposit Account. 

Telephone inquires should be directed to Paula Bradley at (571) 272-2800 ext 33. 

The above-identified application is being forwarded to the examiner for prompt appropriate action. 




Richard K. Seidel, Director 
Technology Center 2800 
Semiconductors, Electrical and Optical 



Systems and Components 



DETAILED ACTION 

The indicated allowability of claims 1-5,8 and 14 is withdrawn. Upon further 
consideration, the Harwood reference is "capable of the intended use portions recited 
in the claims. The Examiner apologizes for any inconvenience the withdrawal may have 
caused applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harwood. Harwood discloses a locking device 10 for keeping interconnected ends of 
electrical cords from separating from one another, comprising; a planar elongated 
device having a constant width; a first set of staggered arranged side edge facing slots 
on one end of the device, the first set of staggered slots including a total of three 
identically shaped slots with a first slot and a second slot on one side of the one end of 
the device and a third slot on an opposite side of the one end of the device, for allowing 
one end of one of the interconnected cords to be wrapped about in an over 
approximately 360° pattern through the first, the second and the third slots; and a 
second set of staggered side edge facing slots on an opposite end of the device, the 
second set of staggered slots including a total of three identically shaped slots with a 
fourth slot and a fifth slot on one side of the opposite end of the device and a sixth slot 
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on an opposite side of the opposite end of the device for allowing one end of another of 
the interconnected cords to be wrapped about in an over approximately 360° pattern 
through the fourth, the fifth and the sixth slots; and a solid backing (area adjacent 22) 
directly underlying and supporting the end of the interconnected cords, wherein pulling 
the interconnected cords apart causes the wrapped cords to lock into the device 
preventing the interconnected cords from disconnecting from one another. 

Regarding claim 2, wherein the interconnected cords include: 
a first electrical cord having a female plug end 16; and a second electrical cord having a 
male socket end 18 for receiving the female plug end. 

Regarding claim 3 the first set of staggered arranged side edge facing slots, and 
the second set of staggered arranged side edge facing slots, each include three slots, 
wherein two of the slots are to one side, and one of the slots is on an opposite side 
located between the two slots (see attachment). 

Regarding claim 4, wherein the slots each include curved shaped side edge 
facing slots. 

Regarding claim 5, the slots have a C-shape with an opening facing to side 
edges of the device. 

Regarding claim 8, wherein the slots each include: hook shaped side edge facing 

slots. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harwood in view of Diwan 4,654,976. Harwood discloses the invention substantially as 
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claimed. Harwood does not disclose ruler indicia markings along at least one side edge 
of the device, so that the device is useful as a measuring tool. However, Diwan 
discloses a device 12 having ruler indicia markings 22 along at least one side edge of 
the device for measuring. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
to modify the device of Harwood by providing ruler indicia markings on at least one side 
edge of the device for measuring as taught by Diwan. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 15,16, 19 and 20 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: see previous Office Action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate 
Fridays from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Briggitte R. Hammond 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2833 



May 09, 2005 



